
Deutschsprachige 
Literatur

-German Literature



Introduction to German Literature

• German literature comprises 
those literary texts written in 
the German language. 

• This includes literature written 
in Germany, Austria, the 
German parts of Switzerland 
and Belgium, Liechtenstein, 
South Tyrol in Italy and to a 
lesser extent works of the 
German diaspora



History of German Literature
German literature has experienced three periods of established greatness: the high Middle 
Ages (c. 1160–c. 1230), the turn of the 18th to the 19th century (the “age of Goethe”), and 
the turn of the 19th to the 20th.



Periodisation of German Literature

1) Medieval German Literature



2) The Baroque Period

The Sachsenspiegel



3) The Age of Enlightenment



4) Sturm und Drang



5) 19th Century German Literature



Literature Under Nazi Germany



German Literature After WW2



German Literature Post- 
Reunification



Literary Moments in Germany

• Classicism
• Romanticism
• Junges Deutschland
• Naturalism
• Expressionism
• Dadaism



Thank you
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